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A Treatise on the Law of Personal Injuries, Embracing a Consideration of 
the Principles regulating the Primary Question of Liability, as well as the 
Measure and Elements of Recovery after Liability Established. By Archibald 
Robinson Watson, of the New York City Bar. The Michie Company, Publishers, 
Charlottesville, Va. ; 1901. One volume, pp. lxxiii, 944. 

As remarked by the author in his preface, it is somewhat remarkable that there 
has not heretofore appeared a treatise of this character, devoted exclusively to 
the law of personal injuries. Such injuries are so common, and are so prolific a source 
of litigation that the legal principles applicable to actions to which such injuries 
give rise, are probably invoked with as much frequency, and argued with as much 
ardor and persistency, as those arising in any other class of actions which the 
courts are called upon to try. It is, therefore, fortunate for the author that he 
should have selected so rich (and we trust remunerative) a field for legal ex- 
ploration. Certainly it is a fortunate circumstance for the profession that so able 
and so careful a person as Mr. Watson should have spied out the country, and 
made maps and set up guide posts for our deliverance from the present wilderness 
of precedent. 

We began the examination of the volume with something niore than profes- 
sional interest, from the circumstance that the author is a Southerner, of Virginian 
stock, and a graduate of the University of Virginia law school ; and that his book 
is published at Charlottesville, where he first learned to lisp in legal phrase. 
After completing the examination, no appeal to sentimental interest in author or 
publisher was necessary to elicit an enthusiastic welcome to the volume, and a 
cordial recommendation of it to the profession. 

Mr. Watson has performed his task most admirably. He has not been satisfied 
to print a mere digest of the case law — leaving the reader to take his choice 
among the discordant theories, but he has produced a thoughtful and scientific 
treatise, in which principles have been philosophically extracted from the mass of 
case law, and have been arranged in logical and attractive form. The book is 
full of intelligent criticism of various conflicting rulings. The author's dis- 
criminating comment, and his lucid style, give the book a warmth and color rare 
in the average law book. 

As will appear from the chapter headings below, the work covers the whole field 
of personal injuries, whether from negligence or other causes, including the 
remedial as well as the substantive law of the subject. Indeed, the most valuable 
portion of the work is that devoted to the question of the manner and measure of 
the recovery, and incidental questions connected therewith. Among other ques- 
tions discussed in connection with remedial proceedings, are such questions of 
evidence as are peculiar to actions of this character — as exclamations of pain, 
statements to physicians, financial condition, domestic relations, physical exmina- 
tion, exhibition of injuries, etc. — questions which have not been heretofore ex- 
haustively treated in a single volume. 

A commendable feature of the book is that the footnotes do not occupy the 
larger part of every page, but are used mainly for citation of authorities — the au- 
thor's views being found in the body of the text, where they properly belong. 
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The following chapter-headings will give the reader some idea of the scope of 
the work : General Principles ; Nominal Damages; Natural and Proximate 
Cause; Several Proximate Causes; Losses hy Persons Sustaining Contractual 
Relations with Injured Person ; Intervening Causes ; Intervention of Plaintiff's 
own Act ; Efforts to Avoid Threatened Injuries; Efforts to Protect Property or 
Save Human Life; Intervening Acts of Children; Intervening Acts of Animals; 
Intervention of Natural Forces ; Intervening Acts of Negligence Rule of Anti- 
cipation or Contemplation of Consequences; Natural or Proximate Cause as 
Question of Fact for Jury; Doctrine of Avoidable Consequences; Injuries to 
Persons Diseased or in Delicate Health ; Disease Superinduced by Injuries ; 
Injuries to Person Engaged in Unlawful Act; Defendant's Violation of Law or 
Ordinance ; Certainty of Damages ; .Prospective Damages — Future Consequences ; 
Amount and Measure of Recovery ; Excessive and Inadequate Damages; Illus- 
trative Examples of Verdicts Approved or Set Aside ; Physical Pain ; Mental 
Suffering; Impairment of Health, Bodily Functions and Mental Capacity; 
Impairment of Earning Capacity; Expenses Entailed upon Injured Party; Con- 
flict of Laws; Form and Nature of Action; Evidence and Burden of Proof 
Opinion Evidence — Expert Testimony; Exclamations of Pain, Statements to 
Physicians, etc. ; Evidence of Financial Condition ; Evidence of Subsequent 
Repairs, Changes and Precautions; Physical Examination; Exhibition of In- 
juries — Objective Evidence; Pleading and Practice; Argument of Counsel; 
Punitive Damages. 

The arrangement would be improved by dividing the work into parts, naturally 
suggested by the sequence of the several chapters. The first twenty chapters 
might well be classified under the head of Part I. , " The Cause of Action" ; 
chapters 21 to 31 inclusive, as Part II., under the head of "Measure and Ele- 
ments op Damages" — in which should also be placed chapter 43, on Punitive 
Damages ; chapters 33 to 42 inclusive, as Part III., under the general head of 
"The Remedy — Pleading and Evidence" ; and finally, chapter 32 should be 
transferred to the end of the volume as Part IV., " Conflict of Laws." 

By slight changes in some of the section headings the reader would be enabled 
more readily to follow the author through subdivisions not clearly indicated as 
such. For example, the title of section 11 is " When nominal damages given," 
and that section shows that they are given in two cases (1), Where there is a 
technical violation of a right, and (2), Where no certain damages are proved. 
Section 12 deals with the first of these cases, as do also sections 13 to 17 ; yet 
none of the headings to the latter sections indicate that they refer exclusively to 
class 1 ; section 18 takes up the second class of cases proper for nominal damages, 
and the discussion of this class is continued through sections 19 and 20, but with 
nothing in the section headings to indicate that the matter of these sections is 
confined to class 2 ; while the remainder of the chapter is devoted to nominal 
damages generally — the matter of these sections being applicable to both classes — 
with nothing to put the reader on notice when the discussion of one class has 
ended and another has been begun. 

The abbreviation in running title, "Wat. Pers. Inj." is an innovation. It is 
not attractive to the eye, and no necessity appears for thus abbreviating the title. 

The publishers are to be congratulated upon the excellent typography and 
mechanical appearance of the book. 



